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On March 2, the government's censorship board announced a nationwide ban against distribution
of The Panama Deception, a documentary film on the 1989 US invasion. The film was recently
nominated in the US by the Motion Picture Academy for an Oscar award for best documentary. The
censorship board is a division of the Ministry of Interior and Justice. According to the resolution,
reviewers of The Panama Deception determined that the film distorts historical facts, makes
unsubstantiated accusations, and "offends national dignity." Copies of the movie have been
available at local video outlets for over a year. The Panama Deception, produced by Barbara Kent
and David Kasper, is sharply critical of the US invasion, which toppled the regime of Gen. Manuel
Antonio Noriega. It asserts that over 2,000 persons lost their lives in the military operation, far
above the official figure of 500 deaths. The film portrays current President Guillermo Endara as fully
beholden to US interests. In a related development, the growing pattern of government persecution
against selected reporters and media enterprises has provoked an official condemnation from
the National Association of Journalists (Colegio Nacional de Periodistas de Panama, CONAPE).
In a March 3 press release, CONAPE condemned what it referred to as a campaign by highlevel officials from the Endara administration and from the judiciary to "gag and silence the
press." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 02/24/93, 03/02/93, 03/03/93)
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